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excluſion of a right in one individual of the 
human ſpecies to exerciſe any degree of autho- 
rity over another without his conſent, I am o- 
bliged to appear in favor of the negative of 
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riod when perſons of every denomination 15 
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| pt government can be enjoyed in the moſt 
Perfect: ſenſe hy none. Such is the nature of 
ſociety that it. requires vatious degrees of au- 


5 thority and ſubordination s and while the uni- | 


verſal rule of right, the happineſs of the whole, 
allows greater degrees of Liberty to ſome, the 


ame immutable law ſuffers it to he enjoyed 
| only in leſs degrees by others. And though 


my friend, I can moſt cordially join with you in 


the behevolenc wiſh, that it were poſſible that 


theſe Africans, who I am free with you to call 
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are to be-deterhnigerlt In other: words; that 
law ts which whatever action is in 11 nature 

_ fit and proper, juſt. anib right, is agreahle, ad 

to Which every actibm of an ophhIta natura is 

| diſegreablec. This}: ahen being intohded; thy 
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informed what. thoſe actions are, that are agre- 5 
able to this law, and conſequently. right, 7 
anſwer, whatever action in it's nature, con- 
comitant circumſtances being con fidered,: | 
W tends to h4ppineſs on the whole, is agreable 
to this law, and every action of a contrary. 
tendency is hereunto diſagreable. And hence 
it will follow, that whatever practical princi- 
ple of ſociety, (which is to be conſidered as 
the action of the community) hath this ten- 
dency, is to be reputed Juſt, and approved . 
and adopted, and thoſe of a gee tendency. 1 
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Is itn this, it vill be besser | 
a to obſerve, that as nothing i in nature can 
| poſſibly be of the leaſt conſequence but haps 
| pineſs or miſery, ſo the difference in the ten 
| dency of the practical principles of any ſocie · 
ty to the production of theſe, is the only thing 


that can poſſibly render ſome eligible, fit and 


proper, rather than others ; and was it not for 
this diſtinction, i it muſt ee remain a mate 
ter of perfect indifference, what practical prin- 
are W in en ſociety * But with- 
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| truth of this Principle, it Having been recog- 
niſed as well by the get nerality of ethic writers, 


as by the wildoth of Fah good governments, T 


- ſhall proceed to enquife, how far it WII oþe- 
rate to the betet naten of the "preſent 17 5 


| Aud in the brit pt lace, I tar abs into 
the agreement of the law of pature with the 
idea of ſlavefy in general, in oppoſition: te to that 
principle of natural equality, which is fo zeal- 
ouſly contended for by the advocites for i 
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another; whereby, indepenqent of all com- 
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pact, the actions of the forther are in all tfings 


to be directed by the will of the latter. Now 
if very in general, according to this deln 
tion, be agreable to che la G 


principle of natural equality: ouſt fall, en | 


order to determine che in diſpute, it 

will be necefſary only to apply che ent 
principle to the caſe of the 4fricin fubördina- 
* * it will be eaſy to diſcern if there 
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of nature, and therefore that the ene _ 
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That right of 5 8 is 0 he fo ound jn Do 
ſome being inyolvipg ſubardination-in _— „„ 
independent of all voluntary contract Ps the 4 - 
part of the ſubordinate, is, as far « 8s I know, 

vaiyerſally acknowledaed. Such is the right 

of the Governgr. of the Wanne to govern and 

direct che condu of all finite exiſtences, ans 
ſuch js the right of parents to govern and di- 
dect the conduct of their ghildren, Nap if it 
be found, that there is the ſame foundation 
for authority and ſubocdinatiqn among lr 
ferent individuals of the human ſpecies, b 
tween whom do ſuch relatians as thoſe ee 
mentioned go ſuhſiſt, as tex is for authoricy 15 
and ſubordingtion in thoſe caſes where it, is a- i 
knowledged to be juſt, it will follow, that de- 


grees of rightful authority in ſome, involving 
degrees of ſubordination in others, muſt be : 


admitted among them part Ia other 
. words 
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words, if the reaſon and- Hate of Mo abs = 
ute authority of the Governor of the univerſe 
over the creation, and the limited authority of 
Parents over their children, be found to o- 
perate with equal ſtrength i in favor of a right = 
of ſgme individuals among mankind to exer- 
eiſe any degrees of authority over others, the 

_ exerciſe of ſuch authority muſt be acknowledg- 
ed juſt, i. e. agreable to the law of nature. 

1 And now to determine this queſtion, 1 it is ne- 
ceſſary to inquire, in What the right of autho- 

- rity, in the caſes abovementioned, is founded: 
And here the anſwer | is obvious, i in the greateſt 

- good of the wholz. For ſince the 'Governor of 
the univerſe, is poſſeſſed of power, wiſdom, 
and goodnefs in perfection of degree, it is im- 
_ poſſible but that the greateſt happineſs to the 
creation ſhould be the reſult of his exerciſe of 
the moſt abſolute» ſovereignty. - And though 
this right of abſolute authority in the Creatar 

- over his creatures be inſeparable from the rela- 
tion between Creator and creature, yet it is not 

- founded ſimply in that relation, that i iz in the 
idea of derived exiſtence; but in the natural 
imperfection and dependance of the creature, 
and the natural perfection of the Creator, and 
- the reaſon of the neceſſarily abſolute ſubjeti- 
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his having received! exiſtence, bot in his having 
L received it from ſuch 4 Being; 4 Bein 8 by the 
| perfection of his nature 1 


e qualified for the f 


perfect g overnment, and under whoſe adminiſ- 
tration it is impoſſible but that the before- 


mentioned immutable lawof nature, tho great- 5 
eſt happineſs of the whole, ſhould opt 
effect. Agreable to chis is the fobfidatio of 
the natural authority of parents over their chil- 


dren; ; it by no means confiſting in the notion 


of derived exiſtence; but in the different quali- 
= fications of parents and children to exetute 
ZW this immutable law: For while parents foo | 
= excel their children in wiſdom, and from n 
W tural affection are diſpoſed to promote A 5 
happineſs, it will follow, chat more happineſs 

= will reſult to both, from the exerciſe of au- 


thority 1 in parents, and ſubordination in chil- 
dren, than from the exerciſe of equal Libert 
in each. And that this authority of par 


= over their children is derived from this Dane 


and not from the natural relation ſubſiſting 
aàs parents 
and offspring, is moreover evident beyond all 


contradiction from this conſideration, that 
1 whenever the parent is by any means diſqua- 
lied, in the reſpects before mentioned; tordis 


rect the conduct of his child, thenbordinage : 
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| ment of equal Liberty i in-each, wh exerciſe o& 
| ſuch authority mult be right, a d never the 
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ample, rather than as neceſſary to ſupport the 
general idea of inequality: 1 fay as neceſſary, 


5 _ quality in the capacities and diſpoſitions of 


* which it might be illuſtrated. And in truth, 


» ly can be maintained, it muſt be made to ap- 
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4 have introduced theſe ks 3 1 

| 1 foundation of the authority of the  Gover- | 
nor of the univerſe over.the creation, and of 4 
parents over their children, for the ſake of ex- 


for while there is. ſo manifeſtly. great an ine- 


mankind to direct their own as well as the 
conduct of others, to its only proper end, ＋ 
think it demonſtrable, that the principle of ab- 
ſolute equality could not be ſupported, even 
though we had no argument from fact by 


I think, before the principle of abſolute equa- 


pear, that all mankind, in point of capacity 
and * to conduct properly, n = 
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1k now remains N to ah; chaſe general A 
an to the particular | caſe of Africans in 
this country, and fee what degree of authority | 
the people here are thereby warranted to ex- 
erciſe over them; and if it ſhall appear in fact, 
that they are not reduced by the law of this : 
land to a degree of - ſubordination. beyond 
What the law of nature: abovementioned, the 
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you 1 0 permit me to make an obſerr o 
tion, that perhaps may render ſuch applicati- 
on. unneceſſary. | 1 think. you have by no 
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inequality, though ingeniouſly enough con- 5 1 


| contrary, notwithſtanding all you have alledg- : 
ed, may ſtill be true. ; Fe. or though I acknow-.. , 
| ledge, 1 that in every bociety the practical prin. 

1 | ciple that i in it's operation tends to the great- 8 
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ute authority of the Go vYernor of the univerſe, f 

4 and the limited authority. of parents over their . f 
2 children is founded 1 in the reaſon you alledge; 5 

and alſo admit, among different individuale, Z 


c | | thrown 


ws het ts, 
+ 


by pets” 


. SEAT en th 
* i 2 1 % 45 bY. 4 0 
12 * 


4 


— 


* 


- 


| reaſon i is obvious, that the principle for which 
you contend is in the nature of things utter 
ly impracticable; your concluſion therefore, 
from premiſes. implying. a falſe hypotheſis, 
cannot be admitted. FP 
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"The exerciſe authority, only ; in caſes 
| where ſuch. exerciſe i is productive of happineſs, 


is undoubtedly right: But ſuch is the conſti- 


N 6 
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tution of things with regard 1 to man, ſuch his 


nature, ſtate, and condition,; as renders 1 it ab- 
© folutely impoſſible that a principle, warranting 
the exerciſe of authority 1 in any particular caſe, 
independent of the conſent of the ſuborginare, 
| dent. to this end. And for 
| npoſſible for human 
wiſdom to cage I 7 where the en- 
erciſe of ſuch Authority would be proper, from 
- thoſe where it would not be ſo; and could this 
ted, it would ſtill be, utterly impoſſible 
For any practical principle of ſociety, for any 
human law to make the diſtin on. The 
ſame law which would warrant the exerciſe of | 
— in one caſe, mult of neceſſity war- 
rant it in another ; Unleſs | it could be ſuf po- 
ge could ve pre- | 
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ſent at all times, * in all places, and direkt 
che operation of law in every pattieular caſe, - 
And were even this poſſible, : it might ſtill be 
doubted whether the principle of natural equa - 
lity- would be overthrown: Such are the weak - 
neſſes and imperfect ions, the zaffionsand pre- 


XX judices of the beſt of men, and ſo deeply are 
Kall impreſſed with a ſenſe of Liberty and in- 
dependence, that it may well be queſtioned, _ 

whether a law, warranting authority in thoſe 

== caſes. only where it would be moſt proper, 
u were ſuch law poſſible, would operate more 

tc the general happineſs, than a law eſtabliſm- 

E | ing the principle of natural equality: For tho 
nn that caſe, many would conduct leſs fooliſh- | 
ly than they now do; yet the idea of ſervi- 

\ = tude, and dependence upon the will of ano- 

. IE ther, would be a perpetual, and not unfruic- 
ful ſource of miſery. But whatever might be 
the effect of ſuch a conſtitution, fince that 1s 
confeſſedly impoſſible, it is evident beyond all 

„ contradiQtion, that the principle of natural e- 

a quality is infinitely better adapted to the gene- 
nal end, happineſs, than any other practical 
2 principle that can - poſſibly be eſtabliſhed. 
Hence I think it is manifeſt, notwithſtanding 
= +be plauſible. appearance of your reaſoning in 

W theory, ſince it will not endure the true toucli- 
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| when you ſhall point aut to me any claſſes of 
men, between whom there is ſuch-a- 


per direction of conduct, as between parents 


| knowledge the exerciſe ofa lee 
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But I am much at a loſs to conceive how 
| your reaſoning i in favor of ſlavery in general, 
| were it ever ſo fully concluſive, could poſſibly 
adh us in thus forcibiy ſubjugating the Afr 

ricant, between whom and us narure ſeems to 
| have made no ſuch. difference as that, = 
| which you ſuppoſe the notion of natural ine · 
| quality to be founded: For I ſuppoſe you will 
hardly imagine the darkneſs of a man's 1k 
| incapacitates him for the direction of his c 
duct, and authoriſes his neighbours, who max 
| have the good fortune of a complexion 
ſhade or two lighter, to exerciſe authority o- 
ver bim. And if the. important 
does not lay here, it ſeems not very eaſy to 
| determine where it does; unleſs perchance, it 
de in .the quality of their hair ; and if the 
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noſes, I et datt think. this circumſtance a 2. 
Bent them, for if a man is to be led and go- 
raed by the noſe, it may well be eta 
5 ed, whether a noſe of a different figure would 
| | . be better ada 
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25 My friend, I an no enemy to hu- | 
mou! N but I think it rarely ſerves to illuſtrate 

a bpgiel conclufion. I confeſs my argument, 

as you have repreſented it, appears ridiculous 
enough; but if you had di eply 
till 1 had made an application of the princi 
to the point in hand, Perhaps it had ſaved you | 
this needleſs expence of wit. I have not pre- 
tended, as a conſequence from my principles, 

that every degree of ſuperiority in point of dif- | 
cretion would warrant to any individual of a 
community a right to exerciſe authority over 
huis \neighbour : I have only contended,” that 
the notion of 2quality, in the ſtri& ſenſe, had 
0 foundation in nature; but as happineſs is 

| => only ac e n in wiſdom, | 
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5 &c. ll a pt thi igs a 
} Poets ne of authority. . And as na- 
ture * made differences among creatures in 
[theſe reſpects; ſo it is fit aid proper, and a- 
ö de he to nature's law, that different degrees 
of authority in point of direction of conduct 
| ſhould be exerciſed by them; and that in 
ſome caſes, even among the human ſpecies, 
this difference is ſo important as to render the 


exerciſe of authority juſtifiable; even without 


ke conſent of the governed: For this I have | 
produced an example from fact, in the cafe of 7 
parents and children. All this you have im- 
phkcitiy allowed. I now go on to ſay, as 2 
| conſequence from the lame acknowledged” 
principle, that whenever ſuch à conneQtic b 


„ things takes place, that any number of men 
. cannot,  confiſtently with the good” of the 


whole, have a refidence in any community 
but in a tate of involuntary ſubordinatien, 
and that their reſidence in ſuch community . 
4 notwithſtanding ſuch udofcinntionꝰ : han an 
fact beſt for the whole; ſuch ſubordination, ' 
though involuntary, is no violation of the 
yaw of nature; but on the contrary to all ="? ; 
. and purpoſes correſpondent thereto. 
unt $ is a true : concluſion from NI incon- 4 
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they, as well as others, ſhall be treated accord» 
ing to the general principles of humanity) 
rhat theſe people can conſiſtentiy enjoy a reſi - 
dener among us is, I ſuppoſe, acknowledged 
1 by all. And: whether it is not better for them 
> notwithſtanding ſuch ſubordi- 
regard being had e met 
only, than in their native country, no one can 
doubt, at leaſt no one, who has a tolęerably 
adequate conception of their miſery, and 
vretchedneſs there. Figure to yourſelf my 
friend; you are not unaequainted with Afri. 
can hiſtory; figure to yourſelf the delightful p 
fituation of à natural inhabitant of Aries. 


of improvement in ſocial virtue, of every ad- 
vantage for che cultivation of thoſe principles 
of humanity, in which alone conſiſts the dig- 
nity of the rational nature, and from which 
oy pt uy ſource ſprings all that pleaſure, that hap-- 
: pineſs s of life, by which the human ſpecies is 
Jiſtinguiſnec he other parts of the ani- 
mal creation. Conſider his ſituation as a can- 
7 idate for an. eternal e exiſtenc oy NOI . 


ae the ki ach race of Adam can rati - 


nally form the moſt diſtant exppHturtion of fu · 
N | D 


view him neceſſarily deftirute of every mean 
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| | condition of a ſlave 
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| Ill ventute-to t0-Watrant, you: of; every ſu 
r 2 ſpeedy feſohition. {act} anicods3e 
8 I. reſt the argument, For. e 
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n native country: while hi his 
| condition here is ſo much more eligible 

| - his'conditien there his removal is to one 
| tremed/a favor: And the conſt itut ion of qur 


government, whereby ſuch removal is counte- 
nanced and encouraged, is by no means to be 


| ſteered repretienfibte: It 3 in Fain” to al- 
| ledge here the Want of © 
is evident from the ein bort, chat con- 
tent, i in order to ſubjeftio on, is neceſſary in 
| thoſe caſes only where the'end of authority, the 


| greateſt poſiible go0 00d, cannot be promoted 
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without it: et h 1 Tr HR 2 — 
thought the conſent of a child, an eee 5 
5 m adman neceſſary to his ſubordination ? Every 
whit as immaterial is the conſent of theſe 
miſerable Africans; whoſe. real 
to be a compound of the three laſt mentioned. 
5 What can avail his conſent, who 
1 # norance of the means neceſſary to promote 
2 happineſs, is rendered altogether ineapable 
of chooſing for himſelf'? And as the conſent 
5 of ſuch a being could by no means involve 
 " ſubordination in a caſe where it would be 
otherwiſe improper, ſo the want of it can 
|| be no bar in a caſe where it would not. In 
bl all ſuch caſes it is undoubtedly the duty of 
| c I whom providence has favored with the 
means of improvement in underſtanding, and 
the wiſdom reſulting from ſuch improvement, 
to make uſe of their diſcretion in directing 
the conduct of choſe he want itt. 
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5 ' 1 am lepfible that 1 have . already dwelt too 
long upon chis argument; you will however 
in this connexion, permit me to add, that were 

; voluntary ſubjection, 1 in all caſes, contrary to 
the law of nature, it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, 
that the Governor of the univerſe, whoſe wiſ⸗ 
domi 15 infinite, und whoſe will is erernally | 
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and immutably. - vich, and when re- 
| vealed to us, the meaſure of, vätkie law, ſhould 
ever have expreſsly tolerated it in any parti- 
cular inſtance. I mention this in the preſent 
econnexion, the rather becauſe 1 ſuppoſe the 
3 authority, t the. Iſraelites, when under a govern- 
ment. abſolutely theocratic: al, were permitted 
to exerciſe over ſtrangers, was founded in the 
ſame reaſon with the authority,for which I con- 
1 tend, via; - that | it Was better for them to reſide 
among a people, where they might have ſome 
opportunity for improvement in knowledge 
and virtue, though. in a ſtate of ſu bordination, 

than to remain amongſt che barbarous and i- 
| dolatrous nations, whence they originated. 


oaths 4 SY 


s "ra it neceſſary « or r expedient, it would be 
© caly to ſhew, by compariſon, i in,a great variety 
of inſtances not, mentioned, the ſuperiority of 
a ſlave in this country, in point of condition, 
to a natural inhabitant of Africa. And 
| though i it be too true, that theſe unhappy 

creatures are, in many particular caſes, cruelly 
treated, yet, while their importation . is to 
WT them a redemption from a condition, on the 
whole ſo much more miſerable, we muſt, as J 
3 ſaid before, justify the; government in tolera- 
2 ting ſuch en and 285 regard to 
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principles of equity, Juftice, or national honor; 


| contend that, by the purchaſe of theſe | vic. 3 


the cuſtom of purchaſing captives is a perpe-| | 
tual ſource of war; yet if we confider © that 2 


for the advantages! in this way mide 'of then, 
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1 have 6484 the 1 Wöimelitdes "pr 
tended to be derived from purchaſe, pe 
T look upon the argument to be trifting 
th ough right of authority; if it be well found. 
ed, be pollibly, in fore caſes, transferable, 
yet it is well known, that all the authority any 
one of theſe miſerable creatures can pretend 
to over anothet, is founded merely in the for- 
tune of a brutal, ſavage war, condufted with. 
out the leſt regard, on either fid&; to any 
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and for the right of authority ſo 
have no diſpoſition to contend. But I think 
chere is much more in their arg zument to 3 
rims, their lives are preſerved, Which wou 
otherwiſe undoubtedly be käctifccd to th 
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fble, that to this is 8 replied, that | 


people, ſo inhumanly ſavage as to diſpoſe of | 
their neareſt relations for baubles, can never 
want matter of diſcord; and that, was it not 
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je, from the ſtate of brutality, wretchedneſs, and | | 
yy miſery, in which they are at home ſo deeply 

10 involved. to this land of 1 humanity, _ 

* is 19 them ſo great a bleſ- 

4. ing howener faulty any. indiv 

i haue been in point of unneceſſary eruelty, „ 8 
3 prastiſed in this buſineſs ; vet, whether A , 
1 Wgeacral fate of ſubardioation; here, which is a. 

ak nec eſſaey conſequence. ot their.remorel, be a- 

Ko cable to the lays of nature, on by no mens. 8 

£2 ponger remain: a queſtions - 385 Fe er 
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the 7 Nbridaat g all you have fo ingeni- 0 
en- Puy aledged in ſupport of this queſtion, am 
hat tin obliged to confeſs myſelf one of thoſe in 

pe- hom your reaſoning has failed to | 
8 Fconvidtion : "And muſt be excuſed in 1 in 

.of that the jultice of Nlavery geverally underſtood, ; 
ver ls ſtill, for aught T am able to diſcern, | 

doe com being lüp Ported. — t is tructhe Iftaelite ,, 


hen under a Acgedtrasenl g govern ment were 
permitted, under certain circumſtances, to ex- 
ercife authority over iran gers refident among 
them. And this is adduced as an argument, 
iafallibly concluſive in favor of ſlavery, But 
is it certain that this <oneluſion is. not renn 
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2 eres to the ac is: aaa 
Tberefofe.— Slavery is lawful; The man mult. 
have a very extraordinary talent who can de- 
dbce this concluſion from ſuch premiĩſes.— 
It is readily granted, that thus much may be 
- ry inferred from them, viz. that ſuch a 
ticular connexion of things once took place, 
2s s rendered flavery, under the expreſs permiſſion 
of the Governor of the univerſe, lawful. But 
Will it follow from hence, that ſlavery, 1 is, ever 
| lawful, without ſuch permiſſion ? As well may | 
we infer a right, by the law of nature, to put | 
an who are, unable te reſiſt our power, under | 
rows nd axes. f iron, and i in a word, make 
theparticular precept in any caſe, given be re- 
Ates, a meaſure, whereby to explain thoſe general | 


laws of * which are to regulate the con · 
duet 
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duct of all mankind. TY is oa true; 
that every expreſs declaration of the Governor 
of the univerſe is agreeable to, and juſtly ex- 


planatory of, the law of nature, as far as ſuch 
declaration extends: And the conduct of any 
particular perſon, or people, which is agree- 


able to ſuch declaration is moſt certainly right; 


but it can never be certainly inferred from 


hence, that a like conduct in others, not hav- 


ing the ſame warrant, is agreeable to this law: 
For the imperfection of human wiſdom ren- 
ders it forever uncertain, whether the caſes are 
in all reſpe&s ſimilar ; and conſequently, it - 


can never be certainly determined, that the 
ſame conduct will, in both caſes, have the 


ſuame natural tendency to happineſs; and hence 
the ſame conduct, that in the former caſe was 
right, may in the latter, be wrong. But could 


even this be aſcertained, there would ſtill re- 


main an inſuperable difficulty in determining the 
ac ctions of one people to be right, merely n | 
an expreſs toleration of the ſame; or like ac- 
tions in another: And this-ariſes ſolely from 
the want of ſuch toleration. If it be objected, 
that an action, in it's nature unfit, could not 
be tolerated; it may be anſwered, that the 
ſame action, when ſo expreſsly authoriſed, may 
- be fic and proper, and in it's nature right, 
„ which | 
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, hich taithout FLY toleration, would not be 
fo; and for this plain reaſon, that the ſame 
action, when by rightful authority permitted, 
may have on the whole a tendency to happi- 
neſs, which without ſuch permiſſion, would 
have an 1 e Sad; ET 
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If this 3 he. 1 (the 88 wt 
hich, I am happily too well acquainted with 
your knowledge of the principles of argumen- 
. tation, to doubt whether you will diſpute) 
how farthe lawfulneſs of the practice of flave- 
ty among the Iſraelites, when expreisly tolera- 
ted by the Governor of the univerſe, will juſti- 
fy a people in a like practice, to whom no 
ſuch toleration has ever been granted, is by 
no means difficult to diſcern. And before 
the principle of natural equality can be over- 
_thrown, the tendency of ſlavery to the goed. 
of mankind, muſt, by arguments drawn from 
i the nature and conſtitution ef 1 2 be made 
1 wee to appear. . he 
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I ha ve no „ diſpoſition to contend for the 
fupport of principles not founded in ſufficient 
reaſon; was I convinced, that the principle of 
vatural * . unde * was 

not 


7 conſonant to this end. 'S ſhould no longer 


TL, 


not founded 3 in the general cops of 2 : 
' notwithſtanding the conſent of philoſophers 


in all ages, I would readily give it up. And 
was I perſuaded, that the practice of enſlaving 
Africans, as tolerated in this province, was 
doubt of it's propriety : But unhappily for 
my . rnd 5 21 nen 12 i 


its ir poſſible. to To oa this. caſe as. 
ſtanding alone, independent of it's connexions 
with practices of a like kind in other places, 
and the more extenſive influence it may conſe- 


quently have upon the happineſs of mankind, 


it is at leaſt doubtful if it would then be right. 


Lam ready to allow, that was it certain that / 
their condition here is happier on the whole, 


than in their own country, your premiſes, in 
this independent view of the matter, would wall 
warrant your concluſion ; but eyen this I ap- 


prehend is far from being true. You have re. 


preſented the miſery and wretchedneſs of theſe 
people in their native land, in a light indeed 
diſagreeable enough: Bur I am ftill diſpoſed 


from my apprehenſion of the dignity of the 
rational nature, at leaſt to hope that your co 
louring is a little too ſtrong; and that not- 


withſtanding 


1 


withſtanding the unhappy ſtate of l g 
into which they are confeſſedly ſunk, they 


are till ſome degrees above brutes. - It is ac- 
Eknowledged that they are extremely unacquaint- 
ed with the politer arts, and almoſt wholly ig- 
norant of every thing belonging to ſcience, 


and conſequently ſtrangers to all the pleaſures 


of a ſcholar and a philoſopher ; they are alſo 
confeſſedly deſtitute of an acquaintance with 
the principles of urbanity and conſequently 


Want, in a great meaſure, the happineſs re- 


ſulting from a well regulated civil ſociety ; 
their condition is allowedly not greatly dif- 


ferent from a ſtate of nature; though it is to 


be remembered, that if modern writers of the 
beſt repuration are to be credited, their man- 


ners, in moſt parts of that extenſive country, 


are far leſs lavage and barbarous ; their con- 


veniences and enjoyments much more numer- 


ous, and in a word their manner of life much more 
agreable than has been heretofore 25 C 
And 


4 We bs leave to ſubjoin Ts PENS from ſeve- 
ral authors, quoted by Anthony Benezet, in 2 work, 
- FER IO at Philapelphia i no 1971. -. + 
Page 15, and 16. M. Adanſon, correſpondent of 


the royal academy of ſciences at Paris, who ſpent four | 


years in makiog natural and philoſophical obſervations 
on the Hy about the rivers Senegal and Gambia, 
{peaking 


os 


2 
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And indeed it is not to be wondered that 
thoſe who have been diſpoſed to make a gain 
by this iniquitous practice of enſlaving their 
fellow men, ſhould be careful, for their a 
tification, to repreſent them as nearly upon a a 
level with the brute creation as poſſible ; not 


to mention the ridiculous attempts that have, 
in his view, been made to 8 them actual- 


3 of i Pe appearance 5 the a. "ad the dis. 


| poſition of the people, ſays, which way ſoever 1 


e turned my eyes on this pleaſant ſpot, I. beheld a per- 
4 fe& image of pure nature; an agreable ſolitude, 


& bounded on every ſide by charming landicapes ; the, 


_ « rural ſituation of. cottages in the midſt of trees; the, 


e eaſe and indolence of the Negroes rechning under 15 


c. the ſhade of their ſpreading foliage; the ſimplicity, 
« of their dreſs and manners; the whole revived in my 
& mind the idea of our firſt parents, and I ſeemed to 
4 contemplate the world in it's primitive ſtate. They 

e are, generally ſpeaking, very gvod natured, ſociable 


and obliging. I was not a little pleaſed with this my 


_ «art: reception; it convinced me, that there ought to 
_ © be a conſiderable abatement made in the accounts L. 
4 had 5 and heard of the ſavage character of the I- 


& cans.” Adanſon's. voyage. to Senegal, &c. page 54. 5 . 


Page 10. Francis Moor, in his account of the F uli | 

| blacks, ſays, Their form of government goes on 

& eaſy, becauſe the people are of a good quiet diſpo- 
£ Miog, and fo well inſtructed with what is right, that 
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1y of another ſpecies. But granting their con · 


ed with thoſe which the members of a well- 
ordered civil ſociety enjoy, are few; yet it is 


* are in ſome 228 meaſure Proportion al. 


| © the man who does ill is the abomination of all, and 
t none will ſupport him againſt the chief. If any of 
8. their people are known to be made flaves, all the 
„ Fulis will join to redeem them.; they alſo ſupport 
cc the old, the blind and lame amongſt themſelves, and, 
es as far as their abilities go, they ſupply the neceſſitiet 
* of the Mandingos, (among whom they dwell) great 
& numbers of whom they have maintained in fa- 


de angry, that he never heard them abuſe each other.“ 
- Moor's travels into diſtant parts of Africa, page-21, 
of the kingdom of Whidah on the ſlave coaſt, united-. 
4 countries in the world That the natives were kind 
& was thought fertile, was left uncultivated. 


Smith's voyage to Guinea, page 149. Boſman's deſ- 
eription 2 . page 31 6. 5 


48 FF the gold coaſts and faxe coalts are divided 


dition to be, as in fact it is, comparatively low; 
that their ſources of happineſs, when compar- 


not to be forgotten, that their appetites and 


Nemo | 


. mine.” The author adds, that they were rarely 


Sa eee 
7 | Jy declare, . That it was one of the moſt delightful 


* and obliging, and ſo induſtrious, that no place which 


© Smith, ſpeaking of their government, obſerves, | 


into 


[ 

{ 

R 
I. 

A 
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News defiderat” gue gnorat. The benerdlend 


author of our being has accommodated our , 


natural defires in a great meaſure to the nate- 
ral means of gratification. And he who at- 


| tentively conſiders the anxious and perplex- 


ing cares ; the fatiguing and often fruitleſs la- 
bors ; the cravings of unnatural bref, 3 


. into ſeveral diſtricts, ſome of which are governed by 
their chiefs or kings; the other being more of the 
« nature of a commonwealth, are governed by ſome of 
he principal men, who, Boſman ſays, are properly 
a denominated civil fathers; whoſe province it is to 
© take care of the welfare of the city or village, and to 
46 . tumults.” Smith 193. = | 


I Aftley's colleions i it is remarked,as an excellency | 
: in the Guinea government, That however poor, they 
« may be in general, yet they have no beggars there. 

% Which is owing to the care of their chief men, part 
* of whoſe province it is to fee that ſuch people earn 


„ their bread by their labor. oy e col. 2 ps a, 


| Page 619. 


Boſman afcribes a further reaſon for this good or- 
der, That when a Negro finds he cannot ſubſiſt, he 
« binds himſelf for a certain ſum of money, and the 


© maſter to whom he is bonnd, is obliged to find him 


«© neceſſaries. That his ſervice is not in the leaſt laviſh, 

_ © being chiefly to defend his maſter on occaſions; or in 

* ſowing time to work as much as he himſelf ria 5 
Zoſm an, page 119. 


1 


= the n diſappointed views 1 expec⸗ 


tations; and, in a word, the various and al- 
moſt innumerable new ſources of infelicity 


naturally, and many of them inſeparably con- : 
need with what is commonly called a ſtate 


of civilization, will perhaps perceive that the 
difference, in point of real happineſs, between 
the ſcholar, the courtier, and the ſimple child 


of nature, is far from infinite. But allowing 


it to be very conſiderable, allowing that the 
privileges and advantages of a free member, 
of a free ſociety, where uſeful ſciences and 


the liberal arts are patronized and flouriſh, and 


where all thoſe principles that beautify and 
adorn the rational nature are cultivated, are 
comparatively very great : What, I be- 
ſeech you has all this to do with the pre- 
ſent queſtion ? What advantage is all the 
learning of this country to' thoſe ignorant 
wretches, who are now practiſing their ludi- 
crous gambols on yonder common, except 


inder that it generally procures them one 


day | in the year, a diſpenſation from the ſeve- 


rity of their ſervitude What ĩs all our boaſt- 


ed acquaintance with ſcience and the politer 


arts to theſe miſerable creatures, who, by their 


e 12 8 little more concern in theſe 
__ matters 
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6 matters than their brethren i in the middle res. > 


gions of Africa; and which knowledge, could 
they obtain it, muſt ſerve only to increaſe their | 


miſery * What a bleſſing, for example, would 


wiedge of the principles of civil Liberty 
to a perſon perpetually doomed to a ſtate 
of the moſt abject flayery In their native 
country, though their condition be indeed 
contemptible enough, they. have. the, bleſſing : 
of f Liberty 1 to ſueeten every pleaſure, and give 
2 reliſh, t to every enjoyment: But here, though 
their Firing, were in other reſpects much 
more fayourable than it is, while conſcious f 
perpetual and abſolute. dependance upon the | 
will of. others, this. reflection, ſo oppoſite to - 


the ſtrong, f ſenſe of Liberty implanted in the 
heart of every ſon of Adam, muſt neceſſarily - 


mar; the happineſs of every gratification, 
effeftually, chill the ſenſe of pleaſure, a and ſtop 
every. natural ſource of felicity. A keen ex- 


cruciaring ſenſe of liberty forever loſt muſt - 


ſtill predominate, till, the ſpirit broken by the 
fatigue of inceſſant diſtreſs, they ſink into a 
ſtate of lifeleſs: inſenſibility. And then for 
ſooth we are p N. en N to tax them 


1 


that our une chrn treatment Bag Goolivhi-- 
ed the ground of our juſtification.— It is well 
known, that ſtupidity is by no means the na- 

F - tural 


6650 1 


5 n of cheſe a 8. 1 
hen we conſider the mature af their conduit. 
on in this country, hom miſerably dejected, 
depreſſed and delpiſed, inſtead af marking cheir 
want of apprebenſion, we ought rather ro. ad: 
mire that there are any the leaf} e 


n lity remaining in them. 


But it is edged, | « that at home oy are 
* in a perpetual ſtate bf war, and that by the 


4 purchaſe of captives mary lives are preſery- 
ed, that would otherwiſe, be devoted to de- 


« ſtruction.“ Surprizing indeed; that here, | 


as in the former caſe, the very Nil that this 
practice has occationed! mould be alted ged in 

excuſe of it !'One muſt have a favourable o. 
pinion indeed of chat cauſe which needs che 
fopport of fuch arguments 4—Theſe people 

ate naturally peaceable, and leſs inclined to 
acts of hoſtility than the genetality-of man- 


Kind 1 he nature of their climate "Uiſpoting 
91625, de rather 


— ee dne of St. Lucy in Barbaades 


1 natural hiſtory of Wat iſland, ſpeaking of the 
Dn, ſays, „ That the capacities 0 their minds 1 
Common affairs of life are but little Inferior, if 
all, 30 thoſe of the Beropeans.” If they fail, in fi 
r arts, he ſays it may be owing more to their want 
education and the depreſſion of their 11 930 a 
very, than to any want of, natural ability. 


t Smith, mentioned above, who had:refided ten years. = 


In Africa, ſays, that the diſcerning natives account it 
* „ that: * were ever 25 
, 66 y 


. 
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een 
rather to the fofeer pleaſures, than ehe ered? 


this patience with which: they endure the eru- 
cheſt ſervitude; ſhould not, long Gre this time 
have retified- this miſtalke. But I may not 
enlarge here; the abſurdity of this argument S 
i we pgs to wy + « ee eee | 
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generally unde A 0 , is eee 7 melan- 
choly truth. advantages . they enjoy 


from. revelation, a are not to he mentioned, 


Fhoſe feeble rays: of nature's light which the 


fatal apoſtacy of our original parents has bap- 
ply left II in their e are 


. bs | their 
lay! the ants Fiat we chriſtians introduced , 


*« the traffick of ſlaves, and that pofare eur coming. 75 by : 


, *« fived in peace.” Smith page 266, 
Boſman remarks, „that one of the Dutch com- 


% manders gave large ſums of money to the Negroes 


of one nation to induce. them to attack ſome of the 
1 neighbouring nations, which' occafloned a battle 
„% which' was more e than the wars of the Ne- 
«« proes uſually are. Boſman page 31. 


Barbot, agent for the French factory, ſays; ** That 
. the country of D'Elmina, which was formerly very 


powerful and populous was in his time ſo much 
drainetl of it's inhabitants, by the Inteffine wars, 7. 


* mented among the Negroes by the Dutch, that there 


did not remain inhabitants N to 5 the coun- 


4, Oye a 


ztrath welt known; and tis aftoniſhing that 
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their . oaks guide: And FR inſuffici- 
ency of theſe, for the purpoſes .of moral direc- 


tion, is confeſſedly but too evident from the 
ignorance of thoſe, who are unhappily favor- 
ed with no other directors. But admitting 
this to be the caſe, that the advantages enjoy- 


7 ed by this people, of a religious nature, are ex- 


} tremely ſmall ; before an argument can be 


hence derived in favor of their removal to 
this country, it muſt be ſhewn that the advan- 
ges they here enjoy are greater. But if we 
examine the religious advantages of ſlaves in 
this country, I fear we ſhall find, to the diſ- 


honor of our profeſſion, that they are not 


greatly ſuperior. to thoſe of their brethren. in 


Africa, at leaſt the exceſs will fall far ſhort of 
of an e for che excdſs of their miſery. 


Ic is true, chat in moſt parts of New-Eng- 
land, ſlaves are ſometimes permitted to attend 
public worſhip, but how much is to be expect. 
ed from this, without the addition of private 
: inſtruction, which heaven knows is but ſpar- 


' ingly afforded them, their acquaintance in ge- 


neral with the principles of chriſtianity abun- 
dantly demonſtrates. And if we conſider 
their opportunities of inſtruction, in connexion 


with fixed prejudices againſt a religion, whoſe 
e 8 E conſider as avowedly 


e 


> 
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violating one of the plaineſt laws. of nature 
and add to this, the ſtrong, temptations. they 
are under, from the nature of their. condition, 
to every ſpecies of iniquity, we ſhall hardly, 
expect to find in them more of the ſpirit of 

true practical religion, than is to be found in 
thoſe y who never heard of the goſpel. And 
whether this i 18 not in fact generally the caſe, 
is, by. no means a. queſtion to thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with them. But admitting the pol. 
ſibility that ſome individuals, may be henefit- 
ed in this way; ſhall this be alledged as an 
equivalent for all the miſeries to which. theſe ; 
people are, by. this practice, inevitably ſubjec-. | 

ted, for the ſure and certain deſtruction. to 

which ſuch multitudes are hereby devoted? 
As well may the deſign of propagating chriſ-. | 
tian knowledge, be alledged in excuſe of the. 


ſhocking: cruelties Pee; on. the miſerable, 


1 


Spaniards and eee Thus we he 1 
formidable argument turns out upon ex- 
amination, not leſs deficient than thoſe afore- 
mentioned; and this practice of enſlaving our 
fellow men, though conſidered in this inde- 
pendent view, notwithſtanding all. that, can be 
alledged, muſt be acknowledged altogether, 
ma 3 

i But 


2% © 46) 


+ Biit'we muſt dot Rep here } Upon your | 
en principles, we muſt conſider this practice 
in all iti connexions'; we thaft nt 5 regard 
the evils offlaveryin thixcountry,t vt muſt take 
in alfo the miſeries and calamities that” are by- 
this means brought upon axy of the himan = 
rice. Before this practice can beJuſtified; it 
muſt appear to be productive of ' general bap- 
pineſs ; it muſt correſpond! with the general 
good of the whole.> Now if we' confider the 
practice of ſlavery” in this country; in H' ten- 
| efehcy to countenance and ericdvrage the 
fame thing, as it is practiſed in the ſourhern 
colonies, and Weſt- Indies, it will appear tnuch 
more glaringly iniquitous and unjuſt. Several 
hundred thouſands of thoſe unhappy creatures, 
are, by the beſt information, annually exported 
from the various parts of Africa to America, 2 
great proportion of whom; thro* the ſhock- 
ing, the unparalleled fufferings of tranſporta · 
tion, miſerably periſh on the voyage,” and as 
to thoſe who unhappily ſurvive, to enter upon 
that ſtate of perpetual ſervitude, to which they 
are deſtined, it is well known, that they are 
treated with leſs humanity, more mercileſs 
ſeverity, and ſavage barbarity, than reaſon 
would warrant. us to exerciſe towards the 
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or 40 " the brute creation. 1h 3 
wring drops of blood from an heart of ada- 
nant to relate the cruel ſufferings of cheſe un- 
happy people. in thoſe countries, who, at the | 


fame time, have. dels advantages for chriſtian 
knowledge, than the natives of California, ar 


* 


reteivetin the Woſt —— ens get can be 
wre than the £0 tion of this people.” — 
oy wy" 2 few jb poo potatoes ee are 
their food, amd two rags, which neither ſereen them 
from the heat of the day, nor the extraordinary cool - 
-« nefs of: the night, all rhetr covering ; their fleep very. 
e ſhort ; their labour almoſt continual. They receive. 
no wages, but have twenty laſhes for. the ſmalleſt 
2 fault,” af Jeltery: s account of Ins ve M IS 


5 Abe, Sense, W of the, ee of the 
Negroes, ſays, For rebellion, the puniſhment is bun- 


« crooked-flicks . and then applying the fire 
*« by degrees. from the gest and hands, burning them 
4 gradually up to the head, whereby their pains are eu- 
Atgausgunt, For crimes of a leſs nature, gelding, or 


< negligence, they are uſually whipped hy mals 
% with lance-wood fvitches.—After they are whipped 


1 ſalt to make them ſmart; at gcher times their maſtera 
0 -will.drop melted wax on heir ſeins, and uſe ſeveral 
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«© ing them by mailing them down on the ground with 


| *.chopping:off-half the ;fgot'with an axe. “ For 
1 till they are raw, ſome put on cheir — — 5 


«© very er guifte dorments.”. rims te ahbe en 


© As an Mende of the 3 the 8 15 
in the Weſt-Indies, have for religious improvement, 
W e wg e ace. 
count 
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tered 3 in' all i's conſequences, connexions ani 


 mackind, tout, I chlor, Allow, aber the 'direl 
ay to encreaſe their Wies WIE _ 


6 tier of 4 18. 1 Tall 
kind 5 3 then: — buy leave 1 that 


point to be determined . the judh 6 nent af 
oth ini Rte e 
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at © Barbedoes quoted byl 

2 {p37 96) Roa 80 God- 

Wyn a clergyman” in that ial. A poor Negro] 
, having at his on requeſt, Prevailed on à clergyman 
„ to adminiſter baptiſm to him; on his return home, 
1 the brutiſh overſeer took him to taſæ, givi him to 
3 © underſtand Sri ane ee 6 oor Wotle fot wolf 


| 1 27 alen f in ate as he in the eee 

aptiſm with water; which he ae ly. made 

d; of which the Negro complained to him, aud 

eg the governor. © Nevertheleſs the poor mi- 

oo ſerzble creature was ever after ſo unmercifully treats} 

«ed by that inhuman wretch; the" overſeer, that to 4} 
1 void his cruelty, on ing him 1 
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